Janis Joplindis Original Band

Big Brother
& The
Holding Company

nBig Brother and the Holding Company was
a prime example of a band where the chem-
Istry was right, where the whole was greater
than the sum of its parts. You cannot buy or
manufacture the natural feeling that was in
that band. Big Brother played from the heart
and soul with the goal of achieving a direct
connection with the innermost feelings of the ™
audience.0 - Sam Andrew

Evolving out of the San Francisco rock scene of the mid-1960s, Big Brother was in the forefront of
the psychedelic music movement.

The band was formed by Peter Albin, Sam Andrew, James Gurley and Chuck Jones in San Francisco,
in a Victorian mansion-cum-boarding house owned by Peterés uncle at 1090 Page Street in the Haight Ash-
bury section. 1090 Page became the site of Wednesday night jam sessions for local musicians. During the
summer of 1965, Sam Andrew began to frequent 1090 Page Street and before long he and Peter Albin had
formed a band. Originally called the Blue Yard Hill, with various members poating in and out, Big Brother
became a reality in September of that year. The name was selected by legendary concert promoter Chet
Helms from a list of names that the band was reviewing for consideration. fiBig Brothero was near the top of
the list and iThe Holding Companyo close to the bottom; with a decision to combine the two, Big Brother
and the Holding Company was born.

They played their yrst ofycial gig in January 1966 at the Open Theater in Berkeley. Within a short
time they became the house band for Chet Helms at the Avalon Ballroom and began to develop a loyal fol-
lowing of fans. The band had what Sam Andrew described as a fiprogressive-regressive hurricane blues
styleo in the early days. Highlights of their early performances included fiCoo Cooo, iThatés How Strong My
Love Isoand fiHall Of The Mountain Kingo usually relying on Peter Albin for lead vocals. Later, Peter would
also sing the lead on the early versions of iDown On Meo, and iSummertimeo.

During the winter of 1966 Chuck Jones left the band and was replaced by Dave Getz. Dave played
his yrst gig with the band on March12 at the Matrix. The band also decided they should begin looking for a
female lead singer as a ficopycat thingo - theJefferson Airplane and other San Francisco bands had woman
singers. Chet Helms suggested Janis Joplin, a transplanted Texan who had performed in the Bay Area in
1963-64 before returning home.






